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PRESIDENT’S PAGE 





Miss Lucille Slater 


At the executive board meeting 
of the Arkansas Library Associ- 
ation, March 9, Dick M. Allen, 
association president, resigned. 
The Association Constitution, 
Section 2, Article VII, provides 
that the vice-president becomes 
president. The office of vice- 
president is then filled by execu- 
tive board appointment. Miss 
Lucille Slater, vice-president, 
thus automatically becomes presi- 
dent. Miss Slater is librarian, 
Union County Library, El Do- 
rado. She served the association 
as treasurer for two years, 1954- 
56. Mrs. Dorothy Sydenstricker, 
librarian, Arkansas _ College, 
Batesville, has accepted the ap- 
pointment as vice-president. 


Greetings to All Members of the 
Arkansas Library Association! 


Although I had not anticipated such 
a turn of events, I shall consider it 





a great honor to serve you as presi- 
dent this year. I need your help. 
With the cooperation of every mem- 
ber I am confident that our organiza- 
tion will be able to achieve greater 
professional stature. Our ambition is 
to continue to grow in more than 
numerical strength. We can improve 
our libraries, our communities, and 
ourselves through participation in li- 
brary conferences, institutes, and 
tours; book exhibits; community life; 
and a carefully made schedule of 
regular reading for personal enrich- 
ment. 


Membership in the state and na- 
tional library associations and the 
reading of bulletins received with 
memberships are an integral part of 
the program of achievement which we 
must set for ourselves if the library is 
to be a community center. You will 
remember that “The library is the 
community; the community is the li- 
brary”, as Miss Ruth Warncke, di- 
rector, American Library Association 
Library-Community Project, told us 
at our first workshop in Conway, 
August, 1955. 


Our association had 575 members 
in 1956. Let us go beyond that in 
1957! If you have not paid your dues 
this year, send your $2.00 for personal 
membership or $3.00 for institutional 
membership to Mrs. Hazel Prichard, 
treasurer, Hempstead County Library, 
Hope. We urge all librarians and 
trustees in the state to join the state 
association. We would also like to 
have a larger number from Arkansas 
join the American Library Association 
this year. Mrs. Karl Neal is member- 
ship chairman for Arkansas. Our 
state meeting will be in Little Rock 
at the Hotel Marion, October 6-8. I 
hope to see each one of you there. 


Sincerely yours, 


Lucille Slater, President 
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THE LIBRARY’S ROLE IN HISTORY}! 
by Elmer Johnson 


To those of us in the library pro- 
fession, the routine of our daily work 
with books is apt to make us ignore 
or forget the overall significance and 
importance of the library itself. Our 
tasks of selecting, purchasing, arrang- 
ing and circulating books tend to 
make us see the book only as a physi- 
cal object, and the library only as a 
place where those objects are pre- 
served and used. True, we tell our- 
selves somewhat halfheartedly that 
the library is a “storehouse of know- 
ledge” or “the people’s university”, 
or if it is in a higher institution, we 
call it the “heart of the college.” But 
these well-worn cliches are virtually 
meaningless, if only because of their 
constant repetition. Perhaps we need 
to pause occasionally and consider the 
real value of books and libraries, and 
in so doing we may gain a better ap- 
preciation of our profession. 


To begin with, it was the origin of 
writing that separated the prehistoric 
ages from the historic era. When man 
developed a means of recording facts 
and ideas, then history began. And 
when facts and ideas could be com- 
municated without alteration from 
generation to generation, then civili- 
zation had a means of preserving and 
extending itself. Man’s early writing 
took many forms, and was inscribed 
on various materials, but whatever its 
form it was almost invariably meant 
to be preserved — and in its preserva- 
tion the first libraries were created. 
Three thousand years or more B.C., 
there were libraries, or archives if 
you will, of clay tablets in Babylonia 
and of papyrus rolls in Egypt. Al- 
most without exception every area 
which has developed a high level of 
civilization has done so with the aid 
of a written language and a system of 
preserving their culture through some 
form or other of books and libraries. 


The philosophers of ancient Greece 
depended upon their public and priv- 


ate collections of papyrus rolls for the 
foundations of their learning, and they 
in turn left a priceless heritage in the 
products of that first “golden age” 
of literature and science. It was at 
the famous Alexandrian library in 
Egypt, in the third century B.C., that 
the seventy scholars are thought to 
have edited the Septuagint Bible, the 
earliest Greek version of our Old 
Testament. And the Romans, not to 
be outdone, included Greek libraries 
in their early spoils of war, and thus 
laid the foundations for the classic 
Roman civilization. In the homes of 
the Roman nobles, a library was said 
to be as necessary as a bath—and it 
was meant as a compliment to both. 
Then after the fall of Rome, when 
the darkness of the Middle Ages 
descended upon Europe, the few 
sparks of cultural light that survived 
were in the Christian monasteries 
where precious rolls and codices of 
the Scriptures and the early com- 
mentaries—and incidentally some of 
the more profane Greek and Latin 
classics—were preserved. 


With the thirteenth, the greatest of 
centuries, the light of the Renaissance 
began to dawn in Italy, and the know- 
ledge of the Greeks and Romans be- 
gan to be discovered. Tantalizing 
manuscripts of science, literature and 
philosophy were found in the collec- 
tions of Italy, and then more of the 
classics were obtained from the ven- 
erable monasteries of Greece and 
Asia Minor. Then it was discovered 
that the infidel Moslems, in their li- 
braries at Baghdad, Damascus, Cairo 
and Seville, had almost the complete 
works of Aristotle and Plato, Aristo- 
phanes and Euclid, and a lively trade 
in manuscripts grew up across the 
Mediterranean. The seagoing traders 
of Venice and Genoa soon found that 
some manuscripts were worth their 
weight in gold, and their wealthy 
masters began to amass libraries and 
to subsidize scholars to use them and 


1Reprinted with permission from the winter, 1956, issue of the bulletin of the 
Louisiana Library Association. 
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care for them. Thus were the great 
Renaissance libraries, and the first 
European universities, begun. 


How can we account for the Re- 
naissance without manuscripts? How 
could we have had a Copernicus or a 
Galileo without the knowledge pre- 
served over the centuries on papyrus 
and parchment from the days of the 
ancient Greeks? Where did Colum- 
bus get his idea that the earth was 
a sphere? The answer of course is 
from the tomes and maps that he con- 
sulted in Genoa and Venice. Where 
did the humanists, those philosophical 
godfathers of the modern world, get 
their philosophy? From the ancient 
Greeks again; in fact, we might say 
that most of the great developments 
of modern history have come about 
because one great mind met another 
—through a book. 


So often in history one forward 
step promotes another. The Renais- 
sance created a demand for written 
works that the scribe and the parch- 
ment-maker could not fill. So the 
printing press was developed, and the 
fine art of making paper was bor- 
rowed from the Far East. With these 
came a veritable revolution in means 
of communication. Ideas of great 
thinkers could be passed on, not only 
to their friends and students, or 
through manuscripts to a select group 
of scholars, but also by means of the 
printed page they could reach hun 
dreds and thousands of readers. The 
historical scene was laid for the Re- 
formation, for Shakespeare, for the 
French Revolution, and our own 
Declaration of Independence. When 
reading matter became readily avail- 
able, there was a demand that every- 
one be able to learn to read, and 
modern education had its beginning. 
So that everyone could have the op- 
portunity to read the modern cir- 
culating library was developed, and 
what had once been available only to 
the wealthiest scholar became the 
everyday privilege of the ordinary 
man. 


In the history of the United States, 
books and libraries have played a 
far from minor role. Can you ac- 
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count for the American Revolution 
without books and printing? How 
about the books that Jefferson and 
his colleagues read, and the ideas they 
thus absorbed from the philosophers 
and philosophies of the past? How 
about the Committees of Correspon- 
dence that helped to spread those 
ideas from colony to colony? And 
Thomas Paine’s pamphlet, Common 
Sense, which told the Americans that 
they could win, and made them be- 
lieve it? Can you estimate the ef- 
fect of Uncle Tom’s Cabin on the 
Civil War, or of the “yellow journal- 
ism” of the 1890’s on the Spanish- 
American War? Wherever you turn, 
down through the pages of history, 
you are constantly faced with the fact 
that without writing, books and li- 
braries, without permanent means of 
communication, our present civiliza- 
tion could never have developed. 


Down to the twentieth century most 
of our means of communication, be- 
yond the reach of the human voice, 
has been graphic — writing, printing, 
painting, books, libraries. Now we 
are in a new age of communication, 
mainly electronic. Where a printed 
book might reach a hundred thousand 
people, the radio and television can 
just as easily reach a hundred mil- 
lion. It is not inconceivable that with- 
in a few years every human ear on 
earth could be listening to the same 
voice at the same time. What comes 
next? Will we eventually have 
thought transmission and thought re- 
cordings? Can you imagine that 
someday, in addition to our books and 
manuscripts, records, tapes, wires and 
films, we might have a small vial of 
ionized gas, labeled conspicuously 
“Ten Hours of the Thoughts of a 
Mathematical Genius,” and carefully 
clasified in 510.1? Fantastic? Perhaps. 


But despite electronics, the graphic 
means of communication are not dis- 
placed. If anything, their value and 
importance is infinitely increased in 
today’s post-modern world. Scientists 
and politicians, scholars and dictators 
agree on the value of the printed page. 
The power that controls communica- 
tion can control nations. Libraries 
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are a vital part of today’s supercolos- 
sal communication system, and with- 
out librarians we could have no li- 
braries. Make no mistake about it, 
the librarian is as important in today’s 
society as the engineer or the physi- 
cian, the lawyer, or the teacher. What- 
ever the future shall bring, be it peace 
or war, prosperity or depression, 
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books and other means of static com- 
munication will retain their primary 
importance, and the librarians who 
will organize them, preserve them, 
and make them readily available for 
use will be among our most valuable 
citizens. Librarianship has been, is, 
and always will be a great profession. 
May we never forget that. 


THE GOOD BOOKS IN ARKANSAS PUBLIC LIBRARIES 
by LeRoy Charles Merritt! 


Going on the assumption that the 
avowed educational objective of the 
American public library can only be 
achieved if the library acquires a sub- 
stantial proportion of the important 
and significant new books as they are 
published, a list of the “good” and 
“notable” books of the last twenty 
years was prepared for checking with 
public library catalogs. The list of 
about 1200 fiction and non-fiction 
titles was checked with the card cat- 
alogs of eleven public libraries in Ark- 
ansas during 1956. The results of the 
now completed tabulations are pre- 
sented herein, along with certain con- 
clusions derived from the data. 


The checklist was compiled in two 
ways. It contains all of the books 
originally published during the last 
twenty years listed by Asa Don Dick- 
inson in his three most recent com- 
pilations of the “Best Books”, pub- 
lished by the Wilson Company. Books 
were listed by Dickinson on the basis 
of a consensus of critical opinion, as 
gleaned from their appearance on a 
wide variety of other lists of good 
books. These books, judged “best” by 
the critics, were considered to be the 
kind of book which public libraries 
might reasonably be expected to buy. 


The checklist also includes all of the 
books found on the annual list of 
“notable” books of the year chosen by 
a committee of the American Library 
Association since 1944. These, too, 
because of the method of choice, were 
presumed to be books which the fiscal- 
ly able public library could be ex- 


1Mr. Merritt is professor in the School of 


pected to buy. The choice of a twenty 
year period was in part arbitrary, and 
in part based on the idea that if these 
books chosen by critics and librarians 
were really “best” or “notable” they 
should reasonably be expected to re- 
main on public library shelves for a 
minimum of two decades. It should 
be emphasized that all of these books 
are new books, published for the first 
time during the twenty-year period. 
New editions, condensations, compila- 
tions were all omitted; an occasional 
new translation was, however, ad- 
mitted. The Revised Standard Version 
of the Bible, for example, is included. 
The checklist contained 26 per cent 
fiction, and 74 per cent non-fiction. 


The results of the tabulation of the 
list are shown in Table 1, where the 
libraries are subdivided according to 
the population they serve. If a “sub- 
stantial proportion” of the checklist 
is defined as meaning 75 per cent, 
then a public library must serve more 
than 100,000 people before it, succeeds 
in providing a substantial proportion 
of the “good” and “notable” books as 
they are published. Table 1 also 
shows that public libraries serving 
populations of all sizes do better in 
providing the “best” and “notable” 
fiction than they do the non-fiction. 


The checklist was accompanied by a 
very brief questionnaire which asked 
for certain statistical data which 
might prove useful in determining 
which aspects of library operations 
were most related to the provision of 
substantial percentages. 


Librarianship, University of California. 
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Table 1 


Mean percentage of titles held by 
11 Arkansas Libraries. 





ENTAGE 


Cc 


POPULATON SERVED 


MEAN PERCENTAGE 
MEAN PERCENTAGE 


OF TOTAL 
OF NON-FICTION 


NUMBER OF 
TITLES 


LIBRARIES 
TITLES HELD 
MEAN PER 
OF FICTON 
TITLES HELD 





7,501- 25,000... 2 21.6 16.2 39.3 
25,001- 50,000... 4 37.9 30.1 63.7 
50,001- 75,000... 3 45.8 39.5 66.9 
75,001-100,000_. 1 50.9 47.2 63.1 
100,001-200,000_.. 1 93.0 92.1 96.0 
Total - i 43.3 37.4 63.0 

Table 2 


Correlation between percentage of 
titles held and seven variables in 
groups of Public Libraries in Ark- 
ansas. 


REPORTING 


VARIABLES CORRELATION LIBRARIES 


Population Served -_.._.......809 11 
Total Expenditure for Books _.745 11 
Total Operating Expenses ___. 700 11 
Expenditure for Adult Bks. _...700 5 
No. of Adult Vols. Added ____.. 587 10 
No. of Professional Personnel _..545 11 
No. of Adult Titles Added ____.. 500 5 


All of the correlations are high and 
positive, indicating a high degree of 
relationship between titles held and 
the other factors. Differences be- 
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tween most of these correlations are 
too small to be statistically significant, 
but it is none the less interesting to 
note that Population Served, Total Ex- 
penditures for Books, and Total Oper- 
— Expenses rank at the top of the 
ist. 


The lower correlation between per- 
centage of titles held and Number of 
Professional Personnel is explained in 
part by the fact that many of the 
libraries having no professionally edu- 
cated librarians were credited with 
having one professional librarian — 
and so lacked differentiation on this 
score. 


The general conclusion from Table 
2 hardly constitutes news for Ark- 
ansas librarians: The more money a 
library has to spend, the better will 
be the book collection. Table 1, how- 
ever, provides one additional argu- 
ment for larger units of service, for 
the creation of library systems serv- 
ing more than 100,000 people: Unless 
and until such systems are created, 
libraries in Arkansas will not succeed 
in providing immediate access toa sub- 
stantial proportion of the “best” and 
the “notable” non-fiction being pub- 
lished. 


AWARD PRESENTED TO STATE LIBRARIAN 


The PROGRESSIVE FARMER 
AWARD to an Arkansas woman for 
outstanding contribution to the rural 
people of Arkansas in 1956, was given 
to Mrs. Karl Neal, executive secretary 
and librarian, Arkansas Library Com- 
mission. The announcement was 
made in the January 1957 issue of 
the PROGRESSIVE FARMER. The 
award has been made to women in 
the southern states served by the 
PROGRESSIVE FARMER since 1939 
when the first award was given Miss 
Martha Berry, founder of the Berry 
Schools, Mt. Berry, Georgia. 


The first Arkansas woman to be 
honored was Miss Connie Bonslagel 
in 1940. Miss Bonslagel was state 
home demonstration agent, Arkansas 


Extension Service, U. S. Department 
of Agriculture. The 1954 award went 
to Mrs. Esther G. Kramer, district 
supervisor, Arkansas Extension Serv- 
ice, U. S. Department of Agriculture. 
The 1955 award was made to Miss 
Alma Keys, state supervisor, Home 
Economics Education for Arkansas. 


Mrs. Neal along with six award win- 
ners from southern states for 1956 
was honor guest at a luncheon given 
in Birmingham, Alabama, February 
5, by the PROGRESSIVE FARMER 
during the annual meeting of the 
Southern Agricultural Workers As- 
sociation. Many former winners of 
the award were present at the lunch- 
eon and told of their work since re- 
ceiving the award. Miss Lonnie 
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Landrum, a former state home demon- 
stration agent from Rock Hill, South 
Carolina, and winner of the award in 
1944, was chairman of the luncheon. 
Next year the luncheon will be in 
Little Rock. 


Mrs. Hazel Jordan, state home 
demonstration agent from Arkansas, 
and Mr. and Mrs. R. P. Richardson, 
Tuscaloosa, Alabama, relatives of Mrs. 
Neal, also attended the luncheon. 


The citation as Arkansas’ PRO- 
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GRESSIVE FARMER Woman of the 
Year was presented to Mrs. Neal at 
the annual Employer-Employee ban- 
quent of the Little Rock Business 
and Professional Women’s Club in 
Little Rock, March 28, in the Hotel 
Marion ballroom by Miss Oris Can- 
trell, associate editor, Home Depart- 
ment, PROGRESSIVE FARMER. 
Among those present were former 
winners from Arkansas, Mrs. Kramer, 
and Miss Keys, and the staff and the 
trustees of the Arkansas Library Com- 
mission. 


LIBRARIANS’ WORK SIMPLIFICATION CONFERENCE 
by Freddy Schader! 


A work simplification conference 
for parish and public librarians spon- 
sored by Louisiana State Library and 
the Library School of Louisiana State 
University was held in Baton Rouge, 
Louisiana February 11-15, 1957. Dr. 
Ralph Shaw, president of the Amer- 
ican Library Association, and a mem- 
ber of the graduate faculty of Rutgers 
University, served as consultant for 
the workshop. The planning commit- 
tee for the conference included Miss 
Essae Culver, librarian, Louisiana 
State Library; Mrs. Florrinell Mor- 
ton, director of Library School of 
Louisiana State University; and three 
members of the Louisiana State Li- 
brary staff, Miss Debora Abramson, 
Miss Sallie Farrell, and Miss Sarah 
Jones. 


Dr. Shaw, who is an expert in work 
simplification methods and machines 
for libraries, opened the conference 
with a talk about simplifying pro- 
cesses. He stressed the fact that li- 
brary methods and procedures should 
be studied and simplification based 
on objective data. Ordinarily two- 
thirds of the time in a library goes 
to routines or techniques. When rou- 
tines are simplified so that a larger 
unit of time can go to professional 
work, that is a real time saver. The 
librarian must keep in mind that there 
are two kinds of efficiency—opera- 


tional efficiency and program efficien- 
cy which is the overall purpose or 
achievement of the library. Program 
efficiency is more important than 
operational efficiency. 


Another speaker at the opening ses- 
sion was Mrs. Bertha Hellum, county 
librarian at Martinez, California, who 
discussed “Budget Stretching Through 
More Efficient Technical Processes”. 
She defined the term “work simpli- 
fication” as “organized application of 
common sense procedures” and stated 
that a workshop was only valuable 
if it makes the library staff evaluate 
its own library. 


During the week-long conference 
each afternoon was given to commit- 
tee study on definite procedures used 
in libraries, such as registration, cir- 
ulation, book processing, inter-library 
loans, records and reports, and tech- 
niques of the larger library. At the 
last session reports were given from 
these committees with suggestions for 
simplifying procedures in these areas. 


Librarians from at least fifty parish 
and public libraries in Louisiana at- 
tended the workship. Greetings were 
sent to all Arkansas librarians by Miss 
Mary Louise Giraud, Mrs. Marietta 
Edens, and Miss Elisabeth Huey—al] 
former Arkansas librarians and now 


i1Miss Freddy Schader is Head Circulation Librarian at the Arkansas Library 


Commission. 
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parish librarians in Louisiana. Rep- 
resentative librarians from Alabama. 
Arkansas and Mississippi also attend- 
ed. Arkansas was represented by Miss 
Freddy Schader, Head of the Circu- 
lation Department, Arkansas Library 
Commission, Little Rock, Arkansas. 


Good Ideas Gained! Try using the 


verso of letters being answered for 
the carbon copy instead of an extra 
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copy sheet. It conserves space in the 
file, and the answer is alway attached 
to the letter. 


Evaluate your own library. A work- 
shop is a brain revolution as is a study 
in scientific management. Study your 
library procedures scientifically even 
if it means a brain revolution. 


“Don’t do efficiently that which 
does not need to be done at all.” 


LIBRARY CELEBRATES 


by Hazel W. Prichard, Librarian 





Above left, an honored guest was Mrs. 
G. E. Cannon, whose husband, the late 
Dr. Cannon made the building possible 


through his generous contributions. Mrs. 
Hazel Prichard, librarian, Hempstead 
County Library, Hope, is shown with 
Mrs. Cannon. 


Between 150 and 200 persons at- 
tended the Open House at Hempstead 
County Library, Hope, on February 14 
from 6-9 p.m. in celebration of the an- 
niversary of the organization of the 
Hempstead County Library in Feb- 
ruary, 1940. The Jaycees were also 
being honored for their “Operation 
Library” project. 


Soon after the Jaycees were organ- 
ized the “Operation Library” Commit- 
tee began work on a program of pub- 
licity and promotion for Hempstead 
County Library. Their first project 
was to place a beautiful wrought iron 
and brick library sign on the library 
lawn. In spite of three weeks of rain 


this sign was in place for the open 
house. 


An honored guest at the open house 
was Mrs. G. E. Cannon of Hope. In 
1948 the Hempstead County Library 
moved into its present building which 
is a gift of the late Dr. G. E. Cannon 
and Mrs. Cannon. 


Also present were Mrs. Anne Jack- 
son, Arkansas Library Commission, 
who was a member of the first county 
library board, and Miss Elsie Weisen- 
berger, the first county librarian. 
Mrs. Jackson and Miss Weisenberger 
presided at the punch bowl. 


Mr. J. I. Lieblong, chairman of 
Hempstead County Library Board, 
Mrs. Lieblong; Mr. Grady Burton, 
president of Jaycees, Mrs. Burton; Mr. 
Tommy Doyle, chairman of “Opera- 
tion Library” committee, Mrs. Doyle 
were in the receiving line. Hemp- 
stead County Library board members 
and their wives and Jaycees officers 
and their wives showed the guests 
over the library and helped in serving 
refreshments. Also assisting in serv- 
ing was Troop one of the Girl Scouts. 


The lovely flower arrangements 
used in decorating the library were 
made by the Hope Garden Clubs. 


Two displays proved very interest- 
ing to the guests. One was a display 
of McGuffey’s readers as compared to 
readers used in the local schools to- 
day. The other was a portion of the 
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Arkansas material which is in the 
Hempstead County Library. 
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The next Library-Jaycee project 
was the County Book Fair in March. 


ALA PRE-CONFERENCES AT KANSAS CITY 


A pre-conference Adult Education 
Institute on community study will be 
held at Kansas City, June 22 and 23 
in connection with the 76th Annual 
Conference of the American Library 
Association, June 23-29. The Institute 
is sponsored by the ALA Adult Edu- 
cation Division, in cooperation with 
the ALA Office for Adult Education 
and the ALA Library - Community 
Project. 


The American Association of Li- 
brary Trustees invites trustees, librar- 
ians, and all friends of the library toa 
pre-conference workshop, Opportuni- 
ties Unlimited, at Kansas City, on Sun- 
day,June23. The purpose of the Work- 
shop is to provide an opportunity to 
get information on special problems 
concerning the _ responsibilities of 
trustees in developing good libraries. 
Round table workshops, and a “Quiz 
the Experts” session will raise and 
answer questions. The workshop will 
end with a dinner, at which the 
speaker will be Mr. Kenneth McFar- 
land, Educational Director, General 
Motors Corporation. Jaycees will be 
special guests at the Workshop. 


The Arkansas Library Commission 
will sponsor a chartered bus for those 
wishing to attend the ALA Confer- 


ence and Workshops in Kansas City. 
Bus will leave Little Rock Friday, 
June 21 at 8 a.m. Write Mrs. Marie 
Pinckney, Arkansas Library Commis- 
sion, for reservation. 


The American Association of Li- 
brary Trustees Nominating Commit- 
tee, Mrs. George R. Wallace, chair- 
man, presents the following nominees: 


President 
(Two-Year Term) 


Mrs. Merlin M. Moore, trustee, 
Arkansas Library Commission, Little 
Rock. 


Alan N. Schneider, trustee, Louis- 
ville (Ky.) Public Library. 


Every public library board in 
Arkansas should have at least one 
member join the American Library 
Association. Trustee membership is 
$6.00. Ballots will be mailed to all 
members soon. Cast your trustee vote 
for Mrs. Moore. 


Mrs. Moore is chairman, Arkansas 
Library Commission. She has con- 
tributed to the library program at 
the local, state, and national level. 
Arkansas librarians and trustees wish 
to see her elected. 


PROGRESS REPORT ON 
JAYCEE NATIONAL PROJECT “OPERATION LIBRARY” 
by Cecil Edmonds! 


Arkansas’ modern Cinderella story, 
the national project “Operation Li- 
brary” started from an idea in June, 
1955, and came on up the hard way. 
It has seemed many times that the 
difficulties were insurmountable; that 
certain needed endorsements could 
not be obtained, that money was not 
available, that key personnel could 
not be sold on the need for the pro- 
ject, etc. And in every instance the 
seeming miracle happened at the right 


place and at the right time. 


As a happy result the United States 
Junior Chamber of Commerce mailed 
a beautiful brochure to all its local 
clubs throughout the nation late in 
January urging them to participate 
in this exceptional program. 


Serving as national chairman for 
the Jaycees has been one of the most 
inspirational things that ever hap- 
pened to me, and I wish that each of 


iMr. Edmonds is National Chairman, U. S. Junior Chamber of Commerce project, 
Operation Library. 
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the librarians throughout Arkansas 
could see the material that comes 
across my desk each day. Letters 
from a Friends of Libraries group in 
Texas, a librarian in South Carolina, 
a Trustee President in South Dakota, 
an attorney in Tennessee, a Jaycee state 
chairman in Alabama, and a field con- 
sultant in Louisiana. Program ma- 
terial from Missouri, Michigan, Con- 
necticut and news articles in Jaycee 
publications in Florida, Georgia and 
Washington. These are the results of 
the pilot Arkansas project begun less 
than twenty months ago. 


Eighteen states have officially 
adopted the program although the na- 
tional Jaycee literature has been dis- 
tributed only a few short weeks. Al- 
most daily there is another state chair- 
man appointed where the program is 
set up independent of other state- 
wide endeavors, and many other 
states are operating without official 
endorsement under Civic Improve- 
ment or Public Education committees 
that have been established previously. 


Both large and small communities 
are benefiting. For instance, in 
Omaha, Nebraska, the Jaycees have a 
public relations program in effect to 
get more people to use the excellent 
library facilities. Legislative pro- 
grams are being backed by Jaycees 
in New Mexico, Iowa and Idaho. 
Missouri Jaycees have begun one of 
the finest all-around programs in the 
nation. Florida has a program now 
operating under a previously dormant 
public education committee tied in 
with a “Teacher of the Month” pro- 
gram culminating in the selection of 
a Teacher of Florida award. In order 
to be eligible to propose a candidate 
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for the award the local chapter must 
also be participating in “Operation 
Library”. The Michigan chairman 
has developed a flip chart to be used 
in planning sessions, and miniatures 
have been mailed all locals in that 
state. California Jaycees mailed their 
first bulletin in January and are de- 
veloping a long range program state- 
wide. Oklahoma has mailed out its 
third bulletin and continues to get 
local chairmen. Most recent states 
to adopt the program are Alabama 
and Louisiana. On the verge of adopt- 
ing are Mississippi and Tennessee. 
And here in Arkansas the Jaycees 
assisted with the recently approved in- 
creased appropriation for library ser- 
vices passed by the State Legislature. 


To name all of the people respon- 
sible for this tremendous program 
would require a book the size of the 
Little Rock telephone directory, but 
certainly the members of the Ark- 
ansas Library Commission, Arkansas 
Library Association and the Arkansas 
Junior Chamber of Commerce may 
take a deep bow for the good things 
their efforts have wrought. 


* * * 


The ALA Public Libraries Division 
has made arrangements to buy 12,000 
copies of the brochure on “Operation 
Library” for re-sale to state library 
extension agencies at cost. These 
brochures may be ordered through 
the Arkansas Library Commission 
when available. Will you please no- 
tify the Arkansas Library Commission 
if you wish to order any of these 
brochures? 


50 copies — $2.50 or 5c each 
100 copies — $5.00 per hundred 


MENTAL HEALTH STUDY COURSE 


CONDUCTED BY WOODRUFF COUNTY AAUW 
by Evelyn Griffiths! 


The Woodruff County Library co- 
operated with the Augusta AAUW 
in its study on mental health which 
took place in January. Material was 


ordered, a reserve shelf was set up 
in the county library and the county 
librarian assisted the project chair- 
man, Mrs. Arnold Huenefeld, in out- 
lining the course. 


iMrs. D. G. Griffiths is librarian, Woodruff County Library, Augusta. 
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The course was planned with a gen- 
eral talk to open the meetings and 
other sessions to deal with the child, 
the family group and the problems 
of the aging. 


Dr. Edwin C. Hughes, professor at 
Harding College, Searcy, discussed 
“Mental Health is Everybody’s Busi- 
ness’ at the opening meeting on Jan- 
uary 3. The following week the group 
joined with the PTA for their mental 
health program, at which time Miss 
Martha Vroeman of the Little Rock 
Health Department was speaker. 


“A Healthy Personality For Your 
Child” was the topic discussed by Mrs. 
Joseph E. Stanley, Jr. on January 17, 
and the next week Roger Williams 
used “Mental Health Is A Family Af- 
fair” as his topic. The pastors of the 
six local churches had been contacted 
and agreed to preach on the part that 
religion can play in mental health on 
Sunday, January 27. 


The closing talk was given the last 
Thursday in January by Mrs. D. G. 
Griffiths, county librarian, who spoke 
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on “The Mental Health of the Senior 
Citizen”. This was a book talk. Titles 
such as How To Help Older People, 
by Arthur, The Dynamics of Aging, 
by Smith and Psychology in Living, 
by White provided most of the ma- 
terial. 


The local newspaper gave excellent 
publicity and a telephone committee 
functioned every week. Pamphlets 
from the library and state and local 
health departments were distributed; 
books from the county library and 
additional books from the Arkansas 
Library Commission were checked out 
to individuals at the meetings. The 
typed programs asked each person to 
do three hours of reading during the 
course. 


Meetings were held in the home 
economics cottage living room with 
informal seating arrangement. The 
leader was in charge of a discussion 
period at the close of each talk. Light 
refreshments were served by mem- 
bers of the AAUW at the close of each 
session. 


PINE BLUFF AND JEFFERSON COUNTY 
INAUGURATE BOOK FAIRS 


by Janie Winkelman! 


The first Book Fair of Pine Bluff 
and Jefferson County was held in the 
Lakeside School auditorium, Pine 
Bluff, February 12-15. The Book Fair 
was sponsored by the Association for 
Childhood Education branches of Pine 
Bluff, the Public Library of Pine Bluff 
and Jefferson County and the local 
Jaycees. 


Mrs. Hazel Dabney, elementary 
school supervisor, and Dr. John Trice, 
assistant superintendent of Pine Bluff 
schools, were about the busiest of all. 
Mrs. Dabney, as general chairman, 
was very successful in organizing the 
special committees which included 
teachers, PTA members, members of 
various organizations and the Jaycees. 


Dr. Trice secured the help of the 


woodwork department of Pine Bluff 
High School in making display racks 
out of plywood for the centers of the 
tables. Paper to cover our “make- 
shift” tables was donated by Smith 
Paper Company. These tables were 
constructed of saw-horses with bleach- 
er seats from the football stadium 
laid across them. 


The traveling exhibit of six hundred 
and fifty books from the Arkansas 
Library Commission was arranged 
attractively. Paper mache animals 
made by the city teachers added to 
the decorations. The Public Library 
furnished approximately 150 books for 
the adult collection. These books 
were chosen from the categories used 
at the Magnolia Workshop last sum- 


iMrs. Winkelman is librarian for Jefferson County. 
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Prize winners in Jefferson County and Pine Bluff Book Fair. 


mer. A special Arkansas collection 
was very popular with the children 
studying Arkansas history as well as 
with adults. The “Arkansas” poster 
from the Commission added much 
color and drew many comments. A 
private Civil War collection loaned 
by Mrs. W. A. Baker, Jr. of Pine Bluff 
was the center of attraction for many 
browsers. 


A poster contest, following the rules 
for the state poster contest, was spon- 
sored by the Jaycees. This created 
county-wide interest and the results 
were most gratifying. Several schools 
have stated that they intend to have 
an annual poster contest because of 
the interest that it created and the 


experience and fun that the children 
have had making the posters. 


The children from the fourth, fifth 
and sixth grades of the city schools 
were scheduled to visit on Tuesday 
and Wednesday between the hours of 
9 am. and 4 p.m. Children from the 
county schools visited on Thursday 
and Friday. Approximately 2500 
school children attended during school 
hours. Adults and children visited 
after school and at night. 


Charlie May Simon was our guest 
on Thursday afternoon. Our local 
guests were: Mrs. C. W. Pettigrew, 
author of Peavine Special and Funny 
In A Way: Mrs. L. E. Bassett, poetess 
and retired Pine Bluff Junior High 
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School librarian; Mr. C. P. Lee, author 
of High Noon and Unwilling Journey: 
and Mrs. Leo Wylie and Mrs. George 
Owen, members of the Arkansas His- 


NOLEN M. IRBY SCHOOL 
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torical Society. 

We believe that all our work was 
well spent and our Book Fair a suc- 
cess. 


IS HOST TO BOOK FAIR 


by Mrs. Dula Reid and Gladys Sachse! 


The third annual Book Fair for 
Faulkner and Van Buren counties was 
sponsored by the Faulkner-Van Buren 
Regional Library and the Arkansas 
State Teachers College Library on 
January 14-17, 1957. The Fair was 
held on the college campus in the 
Nolen M. Irby School. Librarians of 
the two institutions, library siudent 
assistants, and mothers of several Con- 
way students assisted with registra- 
tion and supervision. School visits 
were scheduled for the daytime hours, 
and the evening hours were open for 
visits by parents with their children, 
college students, and teachers. 


The 600 books on exhibit for chil- 
dren were part of a travelling collec- 
tion made available by the Childrens 
Book Council of New York through 
the Arkansas Library Commission. 
An added attraction of the fair this 
year was the display of 200 adult 
books selected by Arkansas librarians 
as examples of notable recent books. 
The books were grouped in four areas, 
with appropriate posters, and were 
enjoyed by adults and high school 
students. 


Advance publicity was given the 
fair through articles published in the 
local papers. Letters were sent to all 
school superintendents and librarians 
in the two counties and to parents of 
the Nolen M. Irby school children. 
The Faulkner-Van Buren Regional li- 
brarian, Mrs. Dula Reid, made an- 
nouncements of the fair during school 
visits and to the various clubs. 


Schools were asked to bring posters 
or replicas of bulletin board displays. 
The response was rewarding and the 
posters created a great deal of interest 
in addition to making the Book Fair 


1Mrs. Reid is regional librarian for the two-county unit. 


quarters more attractive. The spon- 
sors believe also that student partic- 
ipation in preparing the display ma- 
terial helped to create more interest 
in attendance. 


Visitors arriving at the fair received 
a registration slip, a pencil and a 
bookiet entitled BOOKS I’D LIKE TO 
READ. The booklet listed the ten 
ca.egories in which the books were 
displayed and provided space to list 
favorite titles. The sponsors felt that 
the school children attending the fair 
had been well briefed and that their 
browsing was a meaningful experi- 
ence to them. The browsing done by 
children and parents together during 
the evening hours appeared to be 
especially worthwhile. 


The registration slips asked each 
visitor to name his favorite book ex- 
hibited. These slips are being re- 
turned to the school librarians so that 
titles may be given consideration in 
future book orders. The sponsors also 
encouraged librarians to use the titles 
listed by children in the BOOKS I’D 
LIKE TO READ for book order sug- 
gestions. Frequently the student is 
surprised to find that the book he 
has listed is already available in the 
school or public library and thus the 
Book Fair gives some books already in 
the library a boost in circulation. 


Day time visitors to the Book Fair 
numbered over seven hundred and 
evening visitors one hundred. 


Preceding the official opening of 
the Book Fair, Mrs. Ralph Martin, 
children’s librarian at the Public Li- 
brary, Tulsa, Oklahoma, spoke on 
“Stimulating and Guiding Children’s 
Reading”, and stressed the importance 


Miss Sachse is assistant 


librarian at the college in charge of the Nolen M. Irby school library. 
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of parents and children reading and 
sharing books together. Sixty per- 
sons attended this meeting including 
the following out-of-town visitors: 
Mrs. Frances Neal, Mrs. Elizabeth 
Shannon, Mrs. Anne Jackson, Mrs. 
Marie Pinckney, and Miss LaNell 
Compton from the Arkansas Library 
Commission; and Miss Ida Mae Hagin 
of the Little Rock Public Library. 


Expenditures for the fair were kept 
to a minimum. Postage for mailing 
books and letters, stencils and mime- 
ograph paper, plus traveling expense 
for our speaker, Mrs. Martin, ac- 
counted for most of the money spent. 


We believe in the Book Fair. This 
showing of timely books in a wide 
interest range affords a rare chance 
for readers of all ages, children and 
adults, to examine the best books for 


themselves. 
ca * cs 


THEY ALSO BELIEVE: 


“Some school in this county should 
have a book fair every year.” So 
declared Gerald Watkins, school su- 
perintendent at Nettleton after the 
success of a book fair in the Nettle- 
ton school. The enjoyment of the 
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books by students who visited the fair 
from several surrounding schools en- 
hanced the value of the project. 


They tell this story about a little 
boy who visited the Book Fair at Wes- 
ley Hall, where the rooms were filled 
with new books for children to look 
at and inspect. The youngster reached 
home in the afternoon and was asked 
by his mother, who knew he had gone 
to the Book Fair, if he saw a lot of 
books. “No”, he said, he didn’t re- 
member seeing a lot of them. She 
inquired further, “Didn’t you go to 
the Book Fair?” The reply was yes, 
he did. “And didn’t you see many 
books there?” He still didn’t recall 
that part of the visit, but, he said, 
he saw one book “and it looked so 
good I just sat down and read it.” 


Book fairs were also scheduled for 
the following places during the first 
quarter of 1957: Brinkley, Wynne, 
Harrison, DeValls Bluff, Hot Springs, 
Malvern, McGehee, Jonesboro, Sheri- 
dan, Monticello, Arkadelphia, Fayette- 
ville, Camden, El Dorado, and Union 
County, Hope, North Little Rock, 
Lake Village, Little Rock, Russell- 
ville, Crossett, Mountain Home and 
New Edinburg. 


$30,000 GIFT FROM U. S. STEEL 


Arkansas College, Batesville, has 
received a $30,000 gift from the United 
States Steel Foundation “to strength- 
en or modernize library teaching or 
learning tools”. 


¢ 

Announcement of sub-grants to 118 
college and university libraries 
throughout the nation to improve 
their collections, equipment and pro- 
grams of library service was recently 
made by the Association of College 
and Reference Libraries, a division 
of the American Library Association. 
The sub-grants were from a total of 
$40,000 in grants made to ACRL in 
the second year of a program financed 
by private industry. 


Largest of the grants was renewal 
of a $30,000 gift from the United States 
Steel Foundation which last year 
launched the ACRL program. Two 
grants of $5,000 each came from the 
New York Times to provide for li- 
brary purchase of microfilmed back 
issues of the newspaper and from 
Remington Rand Division of Sperry 
Rand Corporation for library equip- 
ment. An additional recent grant of 
$26,000 from the Lilly Endowment, 
Inc., of Indianapolis, Ind., to be dis- 
tributed in Indiana, Kentucky, Ohio, 
Michigan and Illinois, has not yet 
been allocated by the ACRL Com- 
mittee on Foundation Grants which 
administers the program. 
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NEWBERY-CALDECOTT AWARDS FOR 1956 


Winners of the Newbery-Caldecott 
Awards for 1956 have been announced 
by Mrs. Charlemae Rollins in the 
New York office of Frederic G. Mel- 
cher, president of the R. R. Bowker 
Co., donor of the awards. Mrs. Rol- 
lins is Children’s Librarian at Hall 
Branch of the Chicago Public Library 
and Chairman of the Newbery-Calde- 
cott Committee of the Children’s Li- 
brary Association which makes the 
selection. The awards are considered 
the highest achievement possible for 
an author or artist working in the 
children’s book field. 


Mrs. Virginia Sorensen (Auburn, 
Ala.), author of Miracles on Maple 


Hill (Harcourt, Brace & Co.), receives 
the Newbery Award for the most dis- 
tinguished writing in a book for chil- 
dren. Already well known for her 
adult novels, Mrs. Sorensen has pub- 
lished three other books for children. 


Mare Simont (West Cornwall, 
Conn.) illustrator of A Tree Is Nice by 
Janice Udry (Harper’s) receives the 
Caldecott Award for the most dis- 
tinguished illustrations in a picture 
book for children. In addition to his 
stature as an artist of note, Mr. Simont 
is recognized for the long list of chil- 
dren’s books he has illustrated and 
for those which he has both written 
and illustrated. 


SPECIAL OFFER FOR 
SCHOOL AND CHILDREN’S LIBRARIES 


With the publication of the 6th edi- 
tion of A BASIC BOOK COLLEC- 
TION FOR HIGH SCHOOLS in late 
February the American Library As- 
sociation is offering any one of the 
three BASIC BOOK COLLECTIONS 
in combination with a new or ad- 
ditional subscription to THE BOOK- 
LIST AND SUBSCRIPTION BOOKS 
BULLETIN. The special combined 
prices represent a total saving of $4.25 
on any one combination. 


The BASIC BOOK COLLECTIONS 
have served schools and libraries since 
the early 20’s. The new editions— 
for elementary grades, for junior high 
schools, for high schools—were pre- 
pared by school librarians organized 
as subcommittees of the American Li- 
brary Association Editorial Commit- 
tee and assisted by consultants from 
the major national educational as- 
sociations. The three books provide 
authoritative guidance to a balanced 
library collection at each school level. 


THE BOOKLIST AND SUBSCRIP- 
TION BOOKS BULLETIN provides 
recommendations of current books by 
groups of library experts working in 
a similar cooperative way. Titles for 


children and for young people are 
listed separately. Reference books 
and sets—for adults as well as chil- 
dren and young people—are included 
in a separate section. The magazine 
is a merger of two ALA periodicals, 
dating from September, 1956, and is 
published twice a month—23 issues 
per year. The price of Subscription 
Books Bulletin alone was $3 per year. 
The special combination offer, it is 
felt, makes available two important 
selection aids which naturally go to- 
gether: the BASIC BOOK COLLEC- 
TIONS to help build the core collec- 
tion for the school library; THE 
BOOKLIST AND SUBSCRIPTION 
BOOKS BULLETIN to maintain it, 
week-by-week and month-by-month. 


The combination prices are: 


$6.75 for THE BOOKLIST AND 
SUBSCRIPTION BOOKS BUL- 
LETIN (regularly $6) with A 
BASIC BOOK COLLECTION 
FOR ELEMENTARY GRADES, 
6th ed. (regularly $2). 


$6.75 for THE BOOKLIST AND 
SUBSCRIPTION BOOKS BUL- 
LETIN (regularly $6) with A 
BASIC BOOK COLLECTION 
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FOR JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOLS, 
2nd ed. (Regularly $2). 


$7.50 for THE BOOKLIST AND 
SUBSCRIPTION BOOKS BUL- 
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LETIN (regularly $6) with A 
BASIC BOOK COLLECTION 
FOR HIGH SCHOOLS, 6th ed. 
(regularly $2.75). 


THIRD ANNUAL WORKSHOP FOR 
ARKANSAS LIBRARIANS 


Plans for a third annual workshop 
for public librarians of Arkansas were 
discussed by Arkansas librarians and 
trustees at the ALA Midwinter Con- 
ference in Chicago in consultation 
with Miss Ruth Warncke, director, and 
Miss Phyllis Maggeroli, of the ALA 
Library-Community Project. The 
Arkansas workshop will be held Aug- 
ust 26-30 at Arkansas State College, 
Jonesboro, with Miss Dorothy Fen- 
ton, college librarian, and Miss Eliza- 


beth Malone, Jonesboro and Craig- 
head County librarian, as hostesses. 
Miss Phyllis Maggeroli will be our 
consultant from the American Library 
Association, and Mrs. Kar] Neal, state 
librarian, is general director. The 
theme for study again this year will 
be “Library Materials for Adults.” 
Detailed announcements and sug- 
gestions for this August workshop 
will be given in the July issue of 
ARKANSAS LIBRARIES. 


SCHOLARSHIPS AS INCENTIVE 
TO ENTER THE LIBRARY PROFESSION 


A nation-wide effort to interest 
more young men and women to be- 
come librarians was given a sub- 
stantial boost at the Midwinter Meet- 
ing of the American Library Associa- 
tion in Chicago by a gift of more than 
$17,500 to library schools for scholar- 
ships. The scholarships are the gift 
of the The H. W. Wilson Company, 
publishers of outstanding library in- 
dexes and reference services. Each 
of the library schools accredited by 
the American Library Association will 
receive $500. There are presently 35 
accredited library schools; ten will 
receive their scholarship funds im- 
mediately for use in 1957, ten in 1958, 
ten in 1959 and the other five—plus 
any other schools which become ac- 
credited before that time—in 1960. 


Selection of the schools was de- 
termined by lot at the Membership 
Meeting of the conference. Names 


were drawn by Miss Suzanne Bor- 
deaux, a sub-professional assistant in 
the Art Department of the Chicago 
Public Library. 


Howard Haycraft, 


President of the H. W. Wilson Com- 
pany said: “Sharing with all library- 
minded persons a serious concern in 
the currently acute problem of library 
recruiting, and in the hope of making 
a useful contribution, the Directors of 
The H. W. Wilson Company have 
voted these scholarships. Each schol- 
arship is to be used by each receiv- 
ing institution as and when it deems 
most suitable, but preferably in such 
a manner as to further recruitment. 
It is the intention of the Wilson Com- 
pany to continue this program until 
all accredited library schools have 
received scholarships, thus including 
schools which may become accredited 
in the next few years. 


A work-study program to aid stu- 
dents in preparing for library service 
in the physical sciences has just been 
announced by Ethyl Corporation Re- 
search Laboratories of Detroit, Mich- 
igan, and the School of Library Sci- 
ence of Western Reserve University 
in Cleveland. The program is open 
to college graduates with an under- 
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graduate major in chemistry or chem- 
ical engineering who will be candi- 
dates for either the master’s degree or 
the doctorate in library science. One 
such award is available for the 1957- 
58 academic year. 


The general plan for this internship 
is as follows: the recipient will begin 
the program with a summer session 
or winter session at the School of 
Library Science, followed by a semes- 
ter of work in the Information Serv- 
ices Division of Ethyl Corporation Re- 
search Laboratories. This pattern of 
alternating between school and work 
will normally continue until the re- 
cipient wlil have completed the work 
for the degree in library science. 
While at the Ethyl Corp. the student 
will be employed in professional work 
in technical documentation, will be 


19 


considered a temporary employee of 
the corporation and will be paid an 
initial stipend of $415-$470 per 
month, depending on previous educa- 
tion. The recipient will be under no 
obligation to remain with Ethyl Corp. 
after the completion of the program, 
nor will Ethyl Corp. be obligated to 
make an offer of permanent em- 
ployment to the recipient. 


Applicants for the internship must 
meet the formal admission require- 
ments of the School of Library Sci- 
ence and the employment qualifica- 
tions of Ethyl Corp. Inquiries should 
be addressed to Dr. Jesse H. Shera, 
dean of the School of Library Science, 
Western Reserve University, Cleve- 
land 6, Ohio. Application must be 
filed on the prescribed form which 
will be supplied on request. 


FROM CHICAGO TO DETROIT AND HOME 
by Margaret M. Yost! 


An ALA Convention in itself is in- 
teresting, but a trip to the Mid-Winter 
Meeting, since it is on a smaller scale 
and is really where the business is 
transacted and plans are made, is of 
greater interest than the summer 
meeting. Since the meeting is all 
under one roof and most of the dele- 
gates are under one roof also, there 
is more of a feeling of oneness than 
in the larger summer convention. As 
always the pleasure of meeting old 
friends and making new ones must 
not be minimized. 


To begin with Arkansas honored 
Cecil Edmonds, our own Mr. Opera- 
tion Library, with a reception. It is 
true that inclement weather condi- 
tions prevented his being there in 
person, but he was most assuredly 
there in spirit and his name was on 
many lips. Miss Julia Bennett gra- 
ciously allowed the use of her suite 
for this function and invitations were 
issued to representatives of state and 
public libraries as well as assorted 
other interested persons. I venture 
to say that not one who was invited 
to attend failed to put in an appear- 


ance. It was an enjoyable occasion 
and I wish every librarian in Arkan- 
sas could have been there to bask in 
some of the reflected glory and meet 
the dignitaries from all sections of the 
United States. 


A conference with Miss Ruth 
Warncke, who was our consultant 
at the first Library Community Work- 
shop in Conway, was another pleasant 
experience. We learned that for our 
summer workshop to be held in 
Jonesboro this year at Arkansas 
State College, our consultant is to be 
Miss Phyllis Maggeroli. She comes to 
us early in May to get better acquaint- 
ed, and again in August for the actual 
workshop. It was flattering to learn 
that ALA consultants look forward 
to their Arkansas assignment. 


Of great interest, too, was an an- 
nouncement that the H. W. Wilson 
Company is giving a scholarship grant 
of $500 each to all ALA accredited 
library schools at the rate of 10 
schools a year. There are now 35 
accredited library schools; 10 will re- 
ceive their grant immediately for use 
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in 1957, ten more in 1958, 10 others 
in 1959 and the remaining five—plus 
any other schools that have become 
accredited in the meantime—in 1960. 
The names were drawn by lot at the 
Membership Meeting of the confer- 
ence. This is assuredly a concrete 
expression of good will by the H. W. 
Wilson Company. 


Another spur to the recruitment of 
librarians may well be the double- 
page spread published in the current 
magazines on Librarianship as a 
Career. Notice in particular the 
March 18 issue of Life Magazine. 
This material is sponsored by the New 
York Life Insurance Company and 
will be included in the series of career 
pamphlets published by this company 
for distribution. This article coupled 
with the generous gesture of the H. W. 
Wilson Company should give our ef- 
forts to recruit librarians a substan- 
tial boost. 


The final Council Meeting on 
Thursday night saw Arkansas redes- 
ignated as an ALA chapter, along 
with Mississippi, Rhode Island, Ver- 
mont, Pacific Northwest Library As- 
sociation and Southwestern Library 
Association. At this same meeting 
there was considerable discussion 
over the formal statements of fields 
of responsibility. While progress has 
been made in clarifying these state- 
ments it was the decision of the Presi- 
dent that further revision is still 
necessary. The matter is still in the 
hands of a committee. We hope that 
the meeting in Kansas City will see 
the reorganization of ALA completed 
and a clearcut definition of field of 
responsibility of each section stated. 


From Chicago our path led to De- 
troit where Mrs. Margaret Burkhead, 
Administrator of Little Rock Public 
Library, and I were royally treated 
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by Miss Ruth Rutzen, Home Reading 
Services Director of the Detroit Pub- 
lic Library. We visited several of the 
new branches, closely inspecting the 
construction and furnishings with a 
view to modification of the design in 
Arkansas. We observed with great 
interest also the _ reader-interest 
classification of subject matter which 
was in use at the newer branches of 
the Detroit Public Library system. 
This classification groups related 
fields of interest together under head- 
ings which appeal to the general pub- 
lic. For instance, books on family 
life are together and this includes 
marriage and family, child care, 
health, country living and even books 
of fiction which tell of family life 
whereas the Dewey system scatters 
these same books throughout the 
100’s, 300’s, 600’s and 700’s. Such scat- 
tering makes it difficult for an aver- 
age reader or browser to locate books 
on family life unless he knows how 
to use the card catalog or has specific 
instructions from the librarian. 


It has been the experience in De- 
troit that circulation jumped immedi- 
ately when this new system of ar- 
rangement of books was instituted. 
Books which had lain on the shelf un- 
touched for months began to circu- 
late again when they were placed 
under a heading which had popular 
appeal. As new branches are being 
constructed in Detroit the Reader In- 
terest system of arrangement is being 
installed automatically now. The 
theory that accessibility largely ex- 
plains why people read as they do, 
and that books must escape the obliv- 
ion of the general catalog or open 
shelf, and be brought to the attention 
of the reader, is thoroughly vindicated 
by this system which Detroit has 
pioneered. I commend it to you in 
Arkansas. 
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NEWS NOTES 


AN ARKANSAS LIBRARIAN and 
two Arkansas trustees were on pro- 
grams of other state library Associa- 
tions in March. 


Mrs. Merlin M. Moore, chairman, 
Arkansas Library Commission, was 
guest speaker at a luncheon meeting, 
March 22, during the annual confer- 
ence of the Tennessee Library Asso- 
ciation in Nashville, Tennessee. She 
told about Operation Library, a na- 
tional project of the U. S. Junior 
Chamber of Commerce, in a talk 
titled “Hitch Your Wagon to a Star”. 


Cecil U. Edmonds, National Chair- 
man Operation Library, was guest 
speaker at the annual meeting of 
the Louisiana Library Association in 
New Orleans, March 6-8. 


Miss Florene Jordan, librarian, Col- 
umbia-LaFayette Regional Library, 
Magnolia, appeared on the program 
at the Oklahoma Library Association 
meeting in Oklahoma City, March 21. 
She discussed the county and regional 
library program in Arkansas illus- 
trating her talk with colored slides 
of Arkansas libraries. 


Arkansas Jaycees were commended 
by their national commander during 
their state meeting in Little Rock 
which closed February 3. National 
President Wendell H. Ford, Owens- 
boro, told a statewide banquet that 
their project “Operation Library” had 
gained a staunch backer in Winthrop 
Rockefeller since its birth last year 
in West Memphis, and was adopted 
this year by the national Jaycees as 
a top objective. 


Cecil U. Edmonds, West Memphis, 
who led that city’s library improve- 
ment campaign and became the na- 
tional chairman of “Operation Li- 
brary,” was named at the banquet in 
Hotel LaFayette as the Junior Cham- 
ber of Commerce’s outstanding young 
man of Arkansas in 1956. 


In his talk to the group gathered 
for a state board meeting, the na- 
tional president stressed the import- 
ance of community-level projects. He 
said that 3,300 chapters participating 
in community projects add up to big 
accomplishments. 


Mr. Edmonds received the Dis- 
tinguished Service Award from Rep. 
Knox Kinney, Forest City, who won 
the coveted honor last year. 


Mrs. Juanita Campbell, librarian 
Conway High School, died at Conway 
Memorial Hospital, January 7, 1957. 
Mrs. Campbell, a graduate of Arkan- 
sas State Teachers College and Pea- 
body Library School, had been very 
active in the Arkansas Library Asso- 
ciation. She had served as president 
of the School Section. In 1952 she 
was one of the leaders in calling a 
meeting of junior and senior high 
school student library assistants in 
Conway. Out of this meeting has 
come the Arkansas Student Librari- 
ans’ Association. 


Locally, Mrs. Campbell not only 
served as high school librarian, but 
she worked to improve the libraries 
throughout the Conway public school 
system. She was a member of Delta 
Kappa Gamma and Kappa Kappa 
Iota. Mrs. Campbell is survived by 
her mother, Mrs. Walter White, of 
Conway; a brother, Faber White, of 
Osceola; several sisters, including 
Mrs. Charles Mosley, of Camden, a 
former Arkansas Library Commission 
Board member. Her only son, Walter 
Campbell of Houston, Texas, died 
January 18, 1957, following a railroad- 
crossing accident in Houston. 


Mrs. Helen Wessells has resigned 
as editor of LIBRARY JOURNAL 
effective March 20. In a letter to Mrs. 
Karl Neal, state librarian, Mrs. Wes- 
sells stated: “My interest in the pro- 
fession remains undiluted and my 
return to it, in one capacity or an- 
other, will only await the appropriate 
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moment.” Mrs. Wessells has been a 
friend to Arkansas librarians and 
trustees through her generous aliot- 
ment of LIBRARY JOURNAL space 
for pictures and articles of concern 
to the library field in Arkansas. 


Miss Billie Wallace, of Stephens, 
Arkansas, who has been assistant li- 
brarian at East Texas Baptist Col- 
lege, Marshall, Texas, has been named 
acting librarian at the college. She 
succeeds Leland A. Corey, librarian, 
who resigned recently. Miss Wallace 
was formerly librarian in the high 
school at Stephens. 


Miss Freddy Schader, Circulation 
Librarian and Elementary School Li- 
brary Consultant, returned to Arkan- 
sas Library Commission February 1 
from the Library School of Louisiana 
State University, where she com- 
pleted the second semester of work 
toward the Master of Science in Li- 
brary Science degree. Besides Miss 
Schader, Miss Jackie Poe, Little 
Rock, and Miss Ruth Willcox, Monti- 
cello, also plan to finish requirements 
for a degree in library science in 
August. 


Searcy County Library Board was 
appointed by County Judge Lawdon 
Branscum February 22. Members are 
Mrs. Drucilla Mays, Leslie; Mrs. Mary 
E. Daniel, Marshall; Mrs. Earl Martin, 
St. Joe; Mrs. Buck Mays, Marshall; 
Mrs. Lillian E. Tudor, and Mrs. Min- 
nie E. Hensley, Marshall. At a meet- 
ing of the board March 23, Mrs. Tudor 
was elected chairman and Mrs. Mary 
E. Daniel, secretary. 


Mrs. Virgil Kincannon, member of 
Logan County Library Board since 
1954, died at her home in Booneville 
March 10. 


The first book fairs for the Region- 
al Library of Cleburne and Indepen- 
dence Counties attracted around 1500 
children from the schools of the two 
counties at Heber Springs and Bates- 
ville, where the books were exhibited 
in March. 
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Mrs. Terry Griffith, regional li- 
brarian, was in charge of arrange- 
ments with the county library boards 
sponsoring the showing of the 750 
books. Assisting were the county 
school supervisors, local P.T.A. and 
other civic organizations. Mrs. Grif- 
fith presided at the programs. 


At Heber Springs, March 6 and 7, 
Mrs. Anne Jackson, School and Public 
Library Consultant from the Arkan- 
sas Library Commission, and the 
Misses Ruth Reed and Beverly Whit- 
aker, students from Hendrix College, 
were program speakers. Mrs. Bessie 
Cheek is the Cleburne County li- 
brarian. 


Program speakers at the Batesville 
showing of books, March 12 and 13, 
were Raymond F. DaBoll, prominent 
calligrapher who spoke on the begin- 
ning of the alphabet, and Harold 
Sherman, inspirational speaker and 
author of 80 books, told of his early 
ambition to be an author. 


At both fairs Miss Sheila Boylan, 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. E. M. Boy- 
lan, Batesville, concluded each of the 
sessions with a program of free hand 
drawing, which captivated her audi- 
ences. She is a ninth grade art stu- 
dent who has been a regular reader 
at Independence County Library since 
she came to Batesville four years ago. 


Dr. W. F. Yost, husband of Mrs. 
Margaret Yost, reference librarian of 
the Arkansas Library Commission, 
died March 3 in a Little Rock hos- 
pital. He had practiced dentistry in 
Little Rock since 1942. Other sur- 
vivors include a son and a daughter, 
both of Little Rock. 


U. S. News and World Report, Feb- 
bruary 22, 1957, p. 40 carries the story 
that graduates in library science are 
among those getting more and better 
job offers. Salaries mentioned range 
from $3,000 to $6,500, the highest be- 
ing for lawyers and librarians with 
masters’ degrees. 























Du Memnriam 


CATHERINE T. CHEW 


Mrs. Catherine Thompson Chew, head librarian at the Little 
Rock Public Library, wife of Fay T. Chew, died Sunday, March 
24, at a Little Rock hospital after a long illness. 


The Arkansas Gazette and The Arkansas Democrat paid 
editorial tribute to Mrs. Chew. The Arkansas Library Associa- 
tion pays tribute to the memory of a librarian whose professional 
status was respected by the membership which she served in 
many capacities. She was president of the Association in 1946. 


“Mrs. Chew was particularly fitted and equipped for the 
field where she labored with manifold benefits to the public. 
She was a graduate of Wellesley College and of the Library 
School of the University of Illinois. In the mission of making 
books available to the people her experience was wide and fruit- 
ful. Between two tenures at the Little Rock Library she was 
state supervisor of library projects and then Pulaski County li- 
brarian. Her gentle and engaging personality endeared her to 
all who knew her and was solvent for the irks and problems that 
are almost inseparable from the administration of any institution 
that has contacts and relations with the public. 


Others have contributed to bringing the Little Rock Public 
Library to the place it holds in the community today. But the 
name of Catherine Thompson Chew will always have an enviable 
distinction in its annals and will always be remembered with 
respect and affection by the people of the city (and state) she 
served so well.” 


—Arkansas Gazette, March 26, 1957 
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